
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
o How do these passages describe God as 

compassionate? Primarily we see in Jonah God 
‘pitying’ the people of Nineveh, that is, his spirit is 
deeply moved because of the tragedy of their 
situation – they do not “know their right hand from 
their life.” In other words they are deeply confused 
morally, lack wisdom, and so are ruining not only 
their own lives but the lives of those around them.  

 
o God’s attribute of love is modified with the word 

steadfast, what is the purpose of describing God’s 
love this way? God’s love is not shallow or 
superficial but is based in the truth of God’s 
character. It is a love often described as 
“covenantal” in that God has made promises to us 
to be “faithful” even when it is painful, damaging, 
even undoing for him to do so. Christ is the pre-
eminent example of steadfast love, who loved us at 
even great cost to himself. 

  
 Read: Jonah 4:1-4, 8-9; Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 7:1-5. 
How do these passages describe the distortion of sin? Each of 

them describe some form of distortion, depravity, or disproportion 
of the human heart that comes as a result of sin. Jonah cannot see 
God properly nor himself, nor the people of Nineveh. Jesus would 
describe this situation as one in which a “plank” or “log” is lodged 
in the eye and distorts a person’s view and ultimately keeps them 
from being any help to others (this is certainly true of Jonah). 
Jeremiah calls this a “sickness” or “wickedness” of the heart, both 
calling attention to a warping and malfunctioning of God’s 
intention for human life.  
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Checking In 

 
1. Take a few minutes to check in with everyone, see how 

they are doing, and open with prayer. 
2. Church Life – Trunk or Treat (candy and trunks needed); 

Solas Series (see flier); Children’s Volunteers needed; 
Women of Hope event on Wednesday October 8th. 

 

Learning 
Knowing God 
 
Key Doctrines 

 God – God is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

 Sin – Sin distorts our ability to see ourselves, others, and 
God both with truth and love. 

 
 Salvation – God’s saving intention from Abraham to Christ 

is to rescue not only Israel, but all nations (Gentiles) from 
sin and death. 

 
Key Observations 

 Read: Jonah 4:2, 11; Exodus 34:1-9; John 1:14-16 
In each of these passages how do you see grace being described as 
an attribute of God? We see God acting graciously to the people of 
Nineveh in “relenting from disaster,” we see God describing his 
grace as “forgiving iniquity and transgression,” and we see God in 
Christ as the one who transcends the law of Moses to bring “grace 
and truth.” In each occurrence there is an incongruous action of 
God; that is God’s action is to act “not in accordance with our sins” 
but rather to give the “ungodly” the gift of salvation through his 
word. 
 



  

 
 
 

 
o How would we describe the sins that are active in 

Jonah’s heart in this chapter? Perhaps most obvious 
is pride, Jonah viewing himself as better than or 
more deserving of God’s favor than the people of 
Nineveh. This sin leads to many others; resentment 
and bitterness, self-righteousness, rage, etc. 

 
o To what has sin led Jonah? Jonah is in his own living 

hell. He is so angry that he wants to die but he 
cannot. He does not want what God wants and so 
does not want God, but he also cannot escape God, 
and this makes him miserable. It has led him to be 
isolated, alone, away from the very people he is 
called to be a servant of, from those whom he is 
called to “rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn 
with those who mourn.” In other words, though 
Jonah is alive he has made his “tent” in the land of 
death, the inevitable end of sin. 

 
 Read: Jonah 4:11; Genesis 12:1-3; Ephesians 2:11 – 3:13 

o How do you see God’s intention to save Gentiles 
expressed in these passages? From the beginning 
God’s intention has been to save and to bless not 
only the family of Abraham, but all families. God is 
not prejudiced the way Jonah is, he desires all to be 
saved, and to make one new 
temple/family/household out of the formerly divided 
Jewish and Gentile world.  
 

How do we see God’s intention to save and bless at work in the 
story of Jonah, and how does this point to Jesus? We see that 
despite Jonah’s anger, disobedience, and pride God still uses him to 
fulfill his ancient promise to Abraham, to bless the families of 
earth. 

First we see it with the story of the sailors, and 
second we see it with the story of the people of 
Nineveh. What happens only as a glimpse in the 
story of Jonah shines forth in full light in the gift of 
Jesus Christ, through whom God reconciles both Jew 
and Gentile in one new humanity that is no longer at 
odds but at peace. 

 

Listening 
Responding to God 
 

 In light of hearing this week’s sermon, our study together, 
and listening to God’s Word, how might God be inviting you 
to take a step of obedience? 

 

Loving 

Obeying God 
 

 What is happening in my own life right now that I need to 
share and for which I need prayer? 

 
 This week I am committed to praying for ______________ 

about: 
 

 

Checking Out 
 

 What was most meaningful about this group session for 
you (Give each person 1-2 sentences to share)? 

 
 Close in Prayer and Read Romans 11:30-36. 

 


