
 

 

Prayer 
April 23, 2017 

Read 
Getting Familiar with God’s Word 

- Slowly read Luke 6:27-36 two times 
Reflect 
Taking God’s Word into our Hearts 

- Which part of this passage stands out to you as you 
read it and why? 

Pray 
Responding to God’s Word in Prayer 

- Take several minutes and speak to the Lord about what 
stood out most to you and why. 

Rest 
Finding Wholeness in God’s Word  

- Take the last few minutes of your time in prayer to 
consider God’s love toward you: “For one will scarcely 
die for a righteous person – though perhaps for a good 
person one would dare even to die –but God shows his 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us…For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his 
life.” (Rom. 5: 7-8, 10) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Small Groups 
Checking In 
Welcoming and Warming Up (For Small Groups) 

1. Practicing Hospitality: In what ways have you sensed 
God’s presence in your life this past week? 

2. Group Rules: A Training in Love (1 Timothy 1:5) 
a. Do’s and Don’ts of Listening 
b. Confidentiality 

Prayerfulness 
Continuously Remaining in God’s Love 

1. Read Luke 6:27-36 
2. In what ways did God speak to you through his Word 

and by his Spirit in this week’s worship service? 
Wisdom 
Cherishing and Discerning the Truth in Love 

1. Read 1 Peter 2:20-25. In this passage the Apostle Peter 
grounds our calling to love in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. Jesus has given us a command of love that 
is defined by his manner of life. In short, Jesus serves as 
our example of sacrificial generosity and courageous 
compassion. As you consider the life of Jesus in what 
ways is this demonstrated? In particular, as you 
consider Jesus’ journey toward the cross in what ways 
did he choose love for enemies?  

2. Read Luke 6:27-36. Jesus calls his disciples to embrace 
a radical kind of love in this passage. It is a call to love 
not like others love, but rather like God loves. Jesus 
gives very concrete examples of how this radical love is 
expressed in day to day life. It is a love that blesses 
others when they curse. It is a kind of love that prays for 
those who oppose you. It is a kind of love that gives to 
those who don’t deserve it. The examples Jesus offers 
are incredibly challenging. As you read the examples 



 

 

Jesus gives in the passage which one grabs your 
attention the most? Which do you find most difficult to 
hear and embrace?  

Reconciliation 
Repentance and Forgiveness for the Sake of Love 

1. The call to love our enemies, to bless those that curse 
and to pray for those that hate us is not only applicable 
to relationships we have with non-believers, but it first 
and foremost applies to relationships we have within 
the body of Christ. The truth is it is often others within the 
church that oppose us, gossip about us and even 
malign us. This can be incredibly painful, and if we are 
not careful we can respond in like manner. Have you 
experienced this within the church? What would it look 
like to practically move toward others in love within the 
church that have hurt you?   

Compassion 
Moving Toward the Poor, Marginalized, and Broken in Love 

1. One of the most challenging directives of Jesus in this 
passage is to “give to everyone who begs from you, 
and from one who takes away your goods do not 
demand them back.” There is a sacrificial generosity 
called for in the Christian life that in many ways runs 
contrary to our cultural norms and expectations. What 
Jesus is calling for here is a radical kind of compassion 
that gives even to those who do not deserve it. In what 
ways do you find this charge of Jesus challenging? Are 
there people in your neighborhood or community 
whom God is calling you to love in this way? 

Checking Out 
Blessing and Sending Out 

1. What stood out to you about our group time tonight (1-
2 sentences each)? 

2. Close in prayer and read 1 John 4:19 
 


