
 

 

Prayer 
April 30, 2017 

Read 
Getting Familiar with God’s Word 

- Slowly read Matthew 5:13-16 two times 
Reflect 
Taking God’s Word into our Hearts 

- Which part of this passage stands out to you as you 
read it and why? 

Pray 
Responding to God’s Word in Prayer 

- Take several minutes and speak to the Lord about what 
stood out most to you and why. 

Rest 
Finding Wholeness in God’s Word  

- Take the last few minutes of your time in prayer to let 
your heart and mind rest on this charge: “…let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Small Groups 
Checking In 
Welcoming and Warming Up (For Small Groups) 

1. Practicing Hospitality: In what ways have you sensed 
God’s presence in your life this past week? 

2. Group Rules: A Training in Love (1 Timothy 1:5) 
a. Do’s and Don’ts of Listening 
b. Confidentiality 

Prayerfulness 
Continuously Remaining in God’s Love 

1. Read Matthew 5:13-16 
2. In what ways did God speak to you through his Word 

and by his Spirit in this week’s worship service? 
Wisdom 
Cherishing and Discerning the Truth in Love 

1. Read Matthew 5:13-16. These verses are part of Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount. They come on the heels of 
Jesus’ introduction to the sermon, known as the 
Beatitudes. Take a minute to look at the Beatitudes 
found in Matthew 5:2-11. What Jesus is now telling his 
disciples is that when they embrace his way marked by 
radical, sacrificial love expressed in meekness, mercy, 
peacemaking, etc. they will be blessed agents of his 
light shining forth in the world. How do you view these 
characteristics? Are these things you seek to keep 
hidden or to make known to others in the belief that 
God can shine his light through you?  

2. Read 1 Peter 2:9-12. We hear similarly lofty and 
powerful language here to describe our identity as 
God’s church. We are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession. In short, we are special because we are His. 
Notice, Peter tells us that this special identity grounded 



 

 

in God’s profound grace entails a call to be on mission. 
We are called to proclaim the goodness and grace of 
God to outsiders. We are called to be a light not merely 
warming ourselves, but pouring forth into the dark world 
around us. What does this look like in your daily life as a 
follower of Jesus? What does this look like for us as a 
church family together? 

Reconciliation 
Repentance and Forgiveness for the Sake of Love 

1. The characteristics of genuine disciples in God’s 
kingdom such as mercy and peacemaking are not 
only postures of heart toward outsiders, but first they 
must be postures of heart towards one another in the 
church. It is impossible for us to be a genuine light to 
the world if darkness is permitted to run rampant in our 
midst. Are there others in the church that God is calling 
you to move in mercy toward? Are there others in the 
church he desires you to make peace with?  

Compassion 
Moving Toward the Poor, Marginalized, and Broken in Love 

1. The stark reality of Matthew 5:13-16 is that apart from 
the church the world is in darkness. The church is the 
light of the world now commissioned by Christ to 
continue his mission by the power of the Holy Spirit. The 
darkness of the world speaks to a spiritual blindness and 
a coldness that ought to grieve us. Light brings clear 
vision and warmth. Who are those in your immediate 
community who do not know Jesus and thus still walk in 
darkness? What would it look like to begin pouring the 
light of Jesus into their life? 

Checking Out 
Blessing and Sending Out 

1. What stood out to you about our group time tonight (1-
2 sentences each)? 

2. Close in prayer and read John 14:12-14 


